Even today new species establish
themselves in the Netherlands

In the Netherlands you can find over
400 species of marine molluscs

How to become a member

Membership is not expensive. To become a member, visit our website
(www.spirula.nl/subscription fees/)
or contact our secretariat via NMV-secretaris@spirula.nl

..and about 120 species
of land snails
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The diversity of snails and
shells shape is unimaginable
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Do you collect shells, or
would you like to?
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Would you like to learn more
about shells and snails?
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Then become a member of the
Netherlands Malacological Society

www.spirula.nl
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Collecting shells

part of the molluscs

Snails, shells and even squids are

Who are we?

The Netherlands Malacological Society (NMV) is the Dutch
national society for anyone interested in molluscs or shell col-
lecting. The society was established in 1934 and currently has
hundreds of members at home and abroad, both professionals
and amateurs. Their focus varies from shells and snails (mol-

luscs) in general to more specialised work in specific areas and

groups. Members enjoy sharing their expertise: during national

and regional meetings we exchange knowledge and experience,

and we help each other with the identification of species. We

also organize and participate in field trips to interesting locations,

mostly in the Netherlands, but sometimes also to a destination
abroad.
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The Netherlands has about 80
species of freshwater molluscs

Someone who studies shells is
called a malacologist

What does the NMV do?

Monthly meetings in Naturalis Biodiversity Center (Leiden)
were we share our interest in shells and snails, study and ex-
change specimens. Experienced members guide new members
and beginners.

Field trips in the Netherlands and abroad to collect and study
molluscs.

Twice a year a general meeting with lectures about molluscs.
Distribution of the electronic newsletter, which includes an-
nouncements of the activities and shell related news.
Members can make use of the library of the Naturalis Biodiver-
sity Center.

Snails are by far the largest
group of molluscs
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Publications of the NMV

e The newsletter Spirula, with announcements and short arti-
cles (Dutch, 4x a year)
The journal Vita Malacologica, thematic and with plenty
illustrations (English, once a year)
The journal Basteria, with more in depth, scientific articles
(English, 6x a year in 2 volumes)

More information: www.spirula.nl/the-netherlands-malacological-
society-nmv/. Here you can also find interesting malacological
news and links to malacological websites from all over the world.
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